
Project Title: How do personal stories and lived experiences help us understand 
history and its impact on communities? 

Grade Level: High School 

Project Overview: In this project, students explore how individual voices—through oral 
histories, memoirs, letters, and interviews—reveal the human side of history. The project is aligned 
with Common Core ELA Standards and NGSS Connections and includes detailed rubrics to 
guide and assess student performance. Students will research, analyze, and present their findings 
using one of three formats: a podcast, video, or slide deck. 

Project Sections 

●​ General Guidelines: Provides structure on teamwork, roles, and how to approach the 
project effectively.​
 

●​ Brainstorming: Offers creative methods for generating and refining ideas about whose 
stories to focus on.​
 

●​ Project Planning and Designing: Guides students in dividing tasks, building timelines, and 
drafting outlines for their presentation.​
 

●​ Project Execution: Explains how to carry out plans with rotating leadership, weekly 
check-ins, and revision cycles.​
 

●​ Podcasting (instead of Experimenting): Supplies step-by-step instructions for producing a 
polished podcast that connects personal stories to history.​
 

●​ Presentation: Gives detailed guidance on presenting the final product as a podcast, video, 
or slide deck, with clear steps for success. 

Why Use This Project? 

This project empowers students to see history not only through official records but also through 
the lived experiences of ordinary people. It builds critical thinking, empathy, collaboration, and 
communication skills while teaching students how to research and present information 
effectively. The flexible choice of presentation formats (podcast, video, slide deck) engages 
different learning styles and promotes creativity. For teachers, the project comes with clear 
rubrics, standards alignment, and structured instructions that make implementation 
straightforward. For students, it offers a meaningful, real-world way to understand history’s impact 
on communities while practicing essential academic and digital literacy skills. 
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