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Project Summary

Project Title: How did competing values and decisions shape the outcome of a
pivotal moment in history?

Grade Level: High School

Project Overview: In this project, students step into the roles of historical figures and reenact
pivotal debates such as the Constitutional Convention, Treaty of Versailles, or Civil Rights
legislation battles. Through role play, students analyze how values and decisions shaped history.
The project is aligned with Common Core and NGSS standards and includes detailed rubrics
that provide meaningful feedback to help students improve their performance.

Project Sections

e General Guidelines: Explains how students will work in teams, take on specific roles, and
stay in character during debates.

e Brainstorming: Provides structured methods like mind mapping, role brainstorming, and
what-if scenarios to generate ideas and arguments.

e Project Planning and Designing: Guides students in dividing tasks, setting timelines,
drafting outlines, and creating presentation plans.

e Project Execution: Outlines weekly leadership, structured team meetings, feedback loops,
and iterative revision processes.

e Podcasting: Offers detailed step-by-step guidance on planning, scripting, recording,
editing, and publishing a podcast.

e Presentation: Gives students three options—podcast, video, or slide deck—with clear steps
to create a polished final product.

Why Use This Project?

This project transforms history into a living experience, helping students see the past as a series
of human choices shaped by values and conflicts. It teaches students to analyze multiple
perspectives, build evidence-based arguments, and develop empathy by stepping into historical
roles. By combining debate, research, and creative presentation, students strengthen
collaboration, critical thinking, and communication skills. With multiple presentation formats
available—including podcasts, videos, and slide decks—students can express their learning in
engaging ways that match their strengths. This lesson plan equips teachers with a ready-to-use,
standards-aligned framework that brings history, politics, and philosophy to life in the classroom.
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