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Project Summary: If We Created a Time Capsule Today, What Would It Tell
People in the Future About Our Lives?

Grade Level: Elementary

Project Overview

In this project, students will explore history and culture by creating a time capsule that represents
their daily lives. They will research past time capsules, choose meaningful objects, write letters to
future generations, and document their experiences through writing and artwork. The project
aligns with Common Core and NGSS standards and includes a detailed rubric to guide student
performance and provide constructive feedback.

Project Sections

+ General Guidelines: Introduces students to the project, explains its purpose, and assigns
student roles.

+ Brainstorming: Guides students in generating ideas for what should go into the time capsule
and how to represent modern life.

+ Project Planning and Designing: Helps students set goals using a Student Goal Sheet,
organize tasks, and develop a structured plan for capsule assembly.

+ Project Execution: Ensures students track their progress, collaborate effectively, and iterate on
their work using structured check-ins and reflections.

+ Presentation: Students present their final time capsule using slide decks, live presentations,
or videos, demonstrating their learning and choices.

Why Use This Project?

This engaging, hands-on project fosters critical thinking, teamwork, and creativity while
helping students understand historical documentation and cultural preservation. It encourages
student agency through collaborative decision-making, writing, and artistic expression. With
clear planning tools, rubrics, and presentation options, this project ensures a structured yet
flexible learning experience that is easy to implement in any elementary classroom. «’
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