
Project Summary 

Project Title: How does my family’s history shape who I am today? 

Grade Level: Elementary 

Project Overview 

This project engages students in exploring their family history to understand how their past 
influences their identity. Students will conduct research, interview family members, and collect 
artifacts to develop a meaningful presentation. The project is aligned with Common Core 
Standards and includes rubrics to assess student performance, ensuring clear expectations and 
growth opportunities. 

Project Sections 

●​ General Guidelines: Provides a structured approach to researching and presenting family 
history. 

●​ Brainstorming: Helps students develop key research questions and identify important 
aspects of their heritage. 

●​ Project Planning and Designing: Guides students in organizing their research, creating 
interview questions, and structuring their findings. 

●​ Project Execution: Encourages students to follow a clear process, integrate feedback, and 
refine their presentation. 

●​ Presentation: Offers multiple formats for students to share their findings, including slide 
decks, posters, and videos. 

Why Use This Project? 

This project fosters critical thinking, communication, and research skills while helping students 
build a deeper connection to their heritage. It promotes cultural awareness and identity 
development in a personal and meaningful way. Teachers benefit from a well-structured, 
standards-aligned lesson with clear rubrics, making assessment straightforward. By engaging in 
this project, students not only learn about history but also develop storytelling and presentation 
skills that will serve them in future academic and personal endeavors. 
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