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Project Title: How does water move through the environment, and can we
model the water cycle in a simple, observable way?

Grade Level: 3rd - 5th Grade

Project Overview:

In this project, students will model the water cycle, demonstrating evaporation, condensation,
precipitation, and collection. This project is aligned with NGSS and Common Core standards and
includes rubrics for assessing students' understanding of the water cycle.

Project Sections:

e General Guidelines: Provides an overview of the project's goals and strategies for
introducing the water cycle and guiding students through hands-on modeling.

e Brainstorming: Encourages creativity by generating ideas for demonstrating the water
cycle in simple, observable ways.

e Project Planning and Designing: Helps students break the project into manageable tasks,
create timelines, and assign roles within teams.

e Project Execution: Focuses on teamwork, task completion, and iterative improvements
through feedback.

e Experimenting: Guides students through a hands-on experiment modeling the water cycle
stages.

e Presentation: Offers instructions for creating slide decks, posters, or videos to present the
findings of the water cycle experiment.

Why Use This Project?

This project offers an engaging way for students to explore the water cycle through observation
and modeling. By encouraging creativity, teamwork, and critical thinking, students gain a deeper
understanding of natural processes and their impact on life. The hands-on experiment helps
students connect theoretical concepts to real-world examples. This lesson plan is flexible for both
individual and team-based learning and includes comprehensive rubrics that guide both teachers
and students in tracking progress and understanding. It's a great way to introduce young learners
to earth sciences while meeting educational standards.



