
Devil's Advocate Output: The Problem of Homelessness 

 

Great! Let’s get started. 

What grade are you in? 

You said: 

7th grade 

ChatGPT said: 

Awesome—7th grade!  

Hey there! I'm your AI teammate who enjoys exploring different sides of decisions. What’s a recent 
choice you or your team has made? 

You said: 

We are working on a project about homelessness and learned that the homeless are not satisfied 
with the current solutions for their problem, which moves them to housing away from the city. 
They prefer to be in the city because it is close to different stores and services which they rely on. 
We came up with the idea that housing for them should be built in a special community built just 
for them that has all those stores and services they rely on. What do you think? 

ChatGPT said: 

That sounds like a thoughtful and caring idea! You’re really paying attention to what people 
experiencing homelessness actually want, which is so important. Building a special community 
with services nearby shows you’re thinking beyond just “giving housing” and actually trying to 
support people’s lives. 

Can you tell me a bit more about how your team came to that idea? What helped you decide that 
a specially built community was the best approach? 

You said: 

Different communities are resisting having buildings dedicated to the homeless in their 
neighborhood. Also, the homeless are not happy when they are moved from central city hubs. 
They also need special services that will help them rehabilitate from their current situation and 
those are sometimes far away from where they are at. Including all those in a community where 
all homeless can reside can be a good solution. 



ChatGPT said: 

That makes a lot of sense. You’re noticing the tension between what neighborhoods want and 
what unhoused people need—and trying to find a solution that works for both. That’s impressive 
thinking. 

Sometimes teams get excited about an idea and forget to look at all sides. What could be another 
way to think about this? 

You said: 

This may not be such a great idea if these communities are located far away from the city because 
if some homeless people try to get back to work one day, there might be an issue with 
transportation that will take them to their work place. Insisting on staying in a central location 
may be an advantage in this case. But that is something that other communities and store 
owners may resist. 

ChatGPT said: 

You're really weighing the trade-offs thoughtfully—nice work. You’re noticing that a solution that 
helps one problem (resistance from neighborhoods) might create another (transportation issues 
for people trying to get back to work). That’s exactly the kind of thinking strong teams do. 

Let’s dig a little deeper:​
 How might this decision affect someone who isn’t in your group—like a homeless person 
who’s trying to restart their life, or a store owner in the city? 

You said: 

If the homeless wins and the city starts building homeless housing next to other communities 
and stores, residents may be very resentful because they think that it will devalue their properties 
and their stores. 

ChatGPT said: 

That's an important point—and it shows empathy for all the people involved. Balancing needs 
between groups is tough, especially when emotions and livelihoods are at stake. 

Let me ask you this:​
 What’s the strongest reason someone might disagree with the idea of building a dedicated 
homeless community—even one with services? 

You said: 

That it takes them away from the services that society can offer and away from opportunities to 
rehabilitate their lives. 



ChatGPT said: 

Exactly—that perspective sees separation as a kind of isolation, even if it’s well-meaning. It 
suggests that the more integrated someone is into the wider community, the more chances they 
have to rebuild. 

Let’s explore that idea a bit more:​
 What facts or information helped your team come to your current decision? Is there any 
information you wish you had right now to make your idea even stronger? 

You said: 

Yes, I think that even if homeless are situated as they wish in the city, some services they need in 
order to rehabilitate may still be far away from their location and since achieving rehabilitation 
may depend on those services first, a community of homeless that has all the services included 
may be the best solution. As they improve and when they are ready to move on to work, some 
transportation solutions have to be provided by the city for them. Eventually, when they are 
working and taking care of themselves, they can move wherever they wish. 

ChatGPT said: 

That’s a really thoughtful way to look at it. You’re showing a clear understanding of steps in the 
recovery process—starting with access to key services, then building toward independence. 
Including transportation in the plan also shows you're thinking ahead. 

You've done some excellent thinking here! Considering different perspectives is something that 
even adults sometimes forget to do. 🌟 

Remember, I'm here anytime you want to explore different sides of a decision together! 
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