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ChatGPT Output for Driving Question Companion for 3rd-12th Grade Teachers

Hello! & I'm your Driving Question Development Coach. My role is to support you in creating a
compelling driving question that aligns with your curriculum goals and engages your students in
meaningful project-based learning. We'll walk step by step through a reflective process so that
your final question is rigorous, feasible, and inspiring for your students.

To begin, let's set the stage:
<~ Could you share a bit about your teaching context? Specifically:

e \What grade level(s) do you teach?
e What subject area or areas are you focusing on for this project?

e How long are you planning for this project to run?

You said:
5th grade, The civil war, a month
ChatGPT said:

Great, thank you! You're teaching 5th grade, focusing on the Civil War, with about a month for
the project. That gives us both content boundaries and a good timeline for sustained inquiry.

Next step:

<~ What curriculum standards or learning objectives do you need to address in this Civil War
project? For example, are you focusing on causes and effects, key figures, regional differences, or
the war’s impact on American society?

You said:
Causes and effect and the war's impact on American society
ChatGPT said:

Perfect—that gives us two rich anchors: causes and effects of the Civil War, and its lasting
impact on American society. Both connect well to 5th-grade social studies standards.

Now, let's consider your learners:
<~ Can you tell me a bit about your students? What are their interests, backgrounds, or learning
needs? And what kinds of topics usually grab their attention and keep them engaged?
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You said:

My students are curious about the reasons for the civil war. They have difficulty understanding
why would citizens of the same country resolve to fighting each other. My students are generally
capable students, about 15% have some learning difficulties and 5% are struggling with reading.
The way president Lincoln handled the war is quite fascinating to them.

ChatGPT said:

That's very helpful context, thank you. (! Your students’ curiosity about why citizens of the same
country would fight each other is a powerful entry point. Their interest in Lincoln’s leadership
also gives you a strong hook to sustain engagement. And knowing about the learning difficulties
and reading challenges will help us make sure the driving question is accessible yet rigorous.

Now, let's brainstorm the topic direction a bit:
<~ When you imagine this Civil War project, do you see it leaning more toward:

e Understanding conflict — why and how it happens within one nation,
e Leadership and decisions — how Lincoln’s choices shaped outcomes, or

e Consequences for society — how the war changed life in America?

Which of these feels like the most meaningful anchor for your project?
You said:

How Lincoln's choices shaped outcome

ChatGPT said:

Excellent—focusing on Lincoln’s choices gives the project a strong human dimension, connects
with your students’ existing interest, and still covers causes, effects, and societal impact through
the lens of leadership.

Now let's begin drafting potential driving questions. Remember, we're aiming for open-ended,
investigable questions that sustain inquiry. Here are a few possible directions to spark ideas (not
polished yet):

e How did President Lincoln’s decisions during the Civil War shape the future of the United
States?

e Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the nation?



& \e} ProjectPals

e What can Lincoln’s leadership in the Civil War teach us about making difficult decisions in
times of conflict?

<~ Thinking about your class and your goals, what kind of question do you feel would resonate
most with your students: one that emphasizes impact on the nation, the importance of unity, or
leadership lessons we can learn today”

You said:
Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the nation?
ChatGPT said:

That's an excellent draft. &) It's focused, age-appropriate for 5th grade, and directly taps into your
students’ curiosity about Lincoln while still covering causes, effects, and societal impact.

Let's evaluate it against our criteria for strong driving questions:

e Feasibility: Students can explore Lincoln’s speeches, decisions (like the Emancipation
Proclamation), and wartime actions through research and age-appropriate resources.

e Worth: Aligns with standards on causes/effects of the Civil War and the war's impact on
society.

e Contextualization: Students already find Lincoln fascinating, so it's anchored in their
interests.

e Meaning: The question addresses why leadership choices matter in keeping a country
together.

e Sustainability: A month-long project could easily explore different decisions and their
consequences.

<~ My next reflective prompt for you: when you picture your students investigating this question,
what kinds of activities or products do you imagine they could create to demonstrate their
learning (e.g., debates, persuasive essays, plays, multimedia presentations, historical journals)?

You said:

After investigating the subject, they could simulate being president Lincoln and act out his
decisions, as well as create some What If scenarios in which they may decide to change some of
Lincoln's decisions and see how it would have played out.
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ChatGPT said:

That's a powerful vision! € Having students step into Lincoln’s role and simulate his decisions
connects directly to your driving question—*Why were Lincoln's choices during the Civil War
important for preserving the nation?”"—and makes the inquiry highly engaging and memorable.
The "What If" scenarios also strengthen historical thinking by helping students understand cause
and effect while exploring alternate outcomes.

Here's why this works so well:

e Curriculum alignment: Students analyze causes/effects and societal impact through
Lincoln’s key decisions.

e Student engagement: Role-play and counterfactuals connect emotionally and
intellectually.

e Differentiation: Performing, debating, or writing “What If” scenarios allows multiple entry
points for varied learners.

e Assessment: Teachers can evaluate historical understanding, reasoning, and
communication.

<~ My next reflective prompt: thinking about classroom resources and time, what supports will
your students need to successfully investigate Lincoln’s decisions and carry out these simulations?
(For example: simplified primary sources, guided research templates, structured debate formats,
or reading supports for your struggling readers.)

You said:
all of the above
ChatGPT said:

Perfect—thank you for naming that. [’4 Providing simplified primary sources, guided templates,
structured debate formats, and reading supports will give every student an equitable entry
point into such a complex topic. It also ensures that the 15% with learning difficulties and the 5%
struggling with reading can still fully participate and succeed.

This means your driving question is both rigorous and accessible:

)

<~ “Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the nation?”

Students will be able to:
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e Investigate Lincoln's real decisions with scaffolded resources.
e Analyze their significance using structured tools.
e Apply their learning through simulation and “What If” scenarios.

e Demonstrate their understanding in ways that connect to historical reasoning and
empathy.

<~ Next step: when you imagine assessing student learning in this project, what kinds of
evidence would best show you that students have mastered the standards (e.g., written
reflections, presentations, performance rubrics, peer feedback)?

You said:

to perform the role of Lincoln requires a good knowledge of the history and the choices that
Lincoln made and the What if scenarios require students to analyze the material and come to
conclusions. | think that this is the best way to learn the material and know if really well.

ChatGPT said:

Exactly—that's a strong assessment approach. ' By performing Lincoln’s role and creating
What If scenarios, your students will demonstrate:

e Knowledge of history (they must understand Lincoln’s actual decisions and their context).
e Causal reasoning (they analyze what happened because of his choices).
e Analytical thinking (they imagine alternative scenarios and defend their reasoning).

e Communication skills (through performance, presentation, or debate).

This approach aligns beautifully with your driving question and your standards. It also supports
deeper retention because students aren't just recalling facts—they're using history to think
critically and creatively.

| would suggest designing a performance rubric with criteria like:

e Historical accuracy of Lincoln’s choices

e Depth of analysis in What If scenarios
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e Clarity and persuasiveness in performance/argument

e Collaboration and preparation

<~ My final reflective prompt for you: when you launch this project, how do you plan to introduce
the driving question so that students immediately feel its importance and are excited to
investigate it?

You said:

The question is going to be part of our learning about the Civil War and about Lincoln. | am going
to tell them that Lincoln's decisions led to a nation not having to be divided, but rather united.
But, | will also tell them that had he made different choices, the results would have looked much
different. Then, | will introduce them to the project and the assignment to simulate Lincoln and
the decisions he made and come up with different scenarios that might have happened as a
result.

ChatGPT said:

That's a compelling launch plan. 4’ You're anchoring the project in historical significance
(“Lincoln’s choices kept the nation united”) while sparking curiosity with the counterfactual hook
(“What if he had chosen differently?”). This immediately makes the driving question feel
important, relevant, and exciting.

Here's how your introduction sets students up for success:

e Contextualization: Ties the question to real Civil War learning.
e Engagement: Frames Lincoln as a leader whose choices shaped the nation's future.
e Inquiry: Invites students to imagine alternate histories, which demands critical thinking.

e Ownership: Students step into the role of Lincoln, giving them agency in exploring history.

With this framing, your driving question is strong, standards-aligned, and student-centered:
“Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the nation?”

¥ You've built a project where your students will not only learn about the Civil War but also
practice historical reasoning, empathy, and decision-making.

Would you like me to help you draft the rubric you mentioned (with performance criteria for both
the Lincoln simulation and What If scenarios), so assessment feels clear and manageable?
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You said:
Yes
ChatGPT said:

Great! Here's a draft performance rubric tailored for your 5th-grade Civil War project, focusing on
the Lincoln simulation and What If scenarios. It's designed to balance historical accuracy, analysis,
and communication while being clear and student-friendly.
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Civil War Project Rubric: Lincoln’s Choices

Driving Question: Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the

nation?

Criteria Inadequate (1) Developing (2) Proficient (3) Exceptional (4)
Historical Shows little Includes some facts | Explains Lincoln’s Explains Lincoln’s
Knowledge knowledge of but may be major choices with | choices with rich,

Lincoln’s incomplete or mostly accurate accurate details
choices or inaccurate details and connects
events of the them to key
Civil War events
Analysis of Does not Attempts to explain | Explains clearly Provides deep
Impact explain how effects but lacks how Lincoln's insight into how
Lincoln’s depth or clarity choices impacted | Lincoln’s choices
choices the Civil War and preserved the
affected the the nation nation and why
nation they mattered
What If Scenarios are Scenarios are partly | Scenarios are Scenarios are
Scenarios unrealistic or realistic but missing | realistic, show creative,
disconnected clear cause-and-effect, historically
from history cause-and-effect and are based on grounded, and
history show strong
reasoning about
alternate
outcomes
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with group or
disrupts work

contributes but
needs reminders to
stay on task

group, contributes
ideas, and shares
responsibilities

Performance | Speaks Attempts role-play | Clear and Persuasive,

/ unclearly; little but with limited engaging role-play | confident, and

Presentation | effort to clarity or of Lincoln; good engaging
role-play engagement effortin role-play;

Lincoln presentation demonstrates
strong
understanding of
Lincoln's
perspective

Collaboration | Rarely works Sometimes Works well with Works

exceptionally well
with group, leads
respectfully, and
helps others
succeed

This rubric ensures your students know what's expected and gives you a structured way to
assess both content (knowledge, analysis) and skills (presentation, collaboration).

<~ Would you like me to also create a student-friendly version (with simpler language and
visuals, like “ 4 Needs Work »
it for self-assessment and peer feedback?

You said:

Yes

ChatGPT said:

On Track »

Great » 4’ Amazing”), so your 5th graders can use

Perfect! 1 Here's a student-friendly rubric you can share with your 5th graders. The categories
are simplified, the language is kid-friendly, and the levels use emojis so they can self-assess and
give peer feedback more easily.
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Lincoln’s Choices Project - Student Rubric

Driving Question: Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the

nation?

Criteria /£ Needs Work (1) On Track (2) Great (3) %’ Amazing (4)
Lincoln’s | don't really know | | know a little | can explain | can explain
Choices & | much about about Lincoln’s Lincoln’s big Lincoln’s choices
History Lincoln's choices. choices but I'm choices with with lots of clear

missing some good details. details and connect
details. them to important
events.
Why It | didn't explain | tried to explain | can explain how | | can explain clearly
Mattered how Lincoln’s why his choices Lincoln’s choices | and in detail why
choices affected mattered, but it's | helped the Lincoln’s choices
the country. not very clear. country stay were so important
together. for saving the nation.
What If My “What If” idea My “What If" idea | My “What If" idea | My “What If" idea is
Scenarios | doesn't really is kind of realistic | makes sense and | creative, realistic,
make sense with but not explained | shows what and shows strong
history. well. might have cause-and-effect
happened. thinking.
Acting as | didn't really try to || tried to role-play | | acted like | acted like Lincoln in
Lincoln act or explain Lincoln, but | Lincoln clearly a powerful way and
Lincoln's thinking. [ wasn't very clear. | and showed | really explained his
understood his choices and
choices. thoughts.
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Working | didn't work well | helped a little | worked well | worked very well

With My with my group. but needed with my group with my group,

Group reminders to stay | and shared the helped others, and
on task. work. showed leadership.

This version will help students see exactly what “great work” looks like, while also making self-
and peer-assessment fun and accessible.

<~ Do you want me to also create a quick reflection sheet your students can fill out after their
performance (“What did | do well? What can | improve?”), to deepen their learning from the
rubric?

You said:
Yes
ChatGPT said:

Excellent! 1 A reflection sheet will help your 5th graders think about what they learned, how
they performed, and what they'd do differently next time. Here's a simple, student-friendly version
you can use after their Lincoln performances and What If scenarios:
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Lincoln’s Choices Project — Reflection Sheet

Name: Date:

Driving Question: Why were Lincoln’s choices during the Civil War important for preserving the
nation?

1. My Performance

e Onething | did well as President Lincoln was:

e Onething | could improve next time is:

2. My Knowledge

e One Lincoln decision | explained well was:

e One Lincoln decision | want to understand better is:

3. My What If Scenario

e My “What If" idea was:

e What | learned from thinking about “What If" is:

4. Working With My Group

e One way | helped my group was:

e Onething | noticed about how my group worked together is:

5. Big Takeaway

e The most important thing | learned about Lincoln’s choices and the Civil War is:
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This reflection sheet ties directly to the rubric and the driving question, but keeps the prompts
short and open-ended so all students—including those with reading difficulties—can complete it

successfully.
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