
ChatGPT Output for Driving Question Companion For Middle School  Students 

👋 Hi there! I’m your Driving Question Guide, and I’m excited to help you create a really 
compelling question for your next social studies project—one that makes you want to explore 
and discover. 

First, just to make sure: what grade are you in right now? 

You said: 

Middle school and I have some money saved up that my parents and grandparents gave me, but I 
don't know how to make the best decisions about managing my money. 

ChatGPT said: 

That’s a really thoughtful starting point! 💡 You’ve connected your personal life with something 
that’s part of social studies: economics and personal finance. 

Let’s start by exploring your curiosity a little more:​
 👉 When you think about managing your money, what’s the biggest thing you wonder 
about—saving it, spending it wisely, or maybe even growing it? 

You said: 

I want to save some because I hear that college costs a lot of money and my parents are already 
thinking about how to make sure that they will have enough money for college for me and I also 
think about spending it wisely because I want to buy a video game "Mario Kart 8" 

ChatGPT said: 

That’s a fantastic mix of short-term and long-term thinking! 🎮 + 🎓 You’re already noticing the 
balance between saving for something big (like college) and spending wisely on something 
fun (like a game). 

Here’s my next guiding question for you:​
 👉 If you had to choose, what do you want to understand more—how saving money now can 
help with big future goals like college, or how to make smart spending choices when you want 
something fun right now? 

You said: 

how to make smart spending choices because if I do, I will be able to maybe put money aside for 
college as well 

ChatGPT said: 

That’s a really smart insight! 🌟 You’ve connected everyday choices (like buying a game) with 
bigger goals (like saving for college). That’s exactly how real economists and families think about 
money. 



Now let’s brainstorm some possible questions together:​
 👉 What are some things you’d like to ask about smart spending? For example: 

●​ How do I decide if something is worth buying?​
 

●​ What’s the difference between needs and wants?​
 

●​ How can I split my money between saving and spending?​
 

What’s one question that pops into your mind first? 

You said: 

How can I split my money between saving and spending? 

ChatGPT said: 

Excellent question! 🙌 That’s clear, focused, and something you can really investigate. 

Let’s check it against our “strong driving question” test: 

●​ ✅ Interesting to you? (Yes—you want to figure this out for your own money!)​
 

●​ ✅ Feasible? (You can research budgeting methods, try them out, and even make a plan for 
yourself.)​
 

●​ ✅ Worth learning? (Definitely—this connects to personal finance, a key middle school 
social studies/economics topic.)​
 

●​ ✅ Real-world connection? (Yes—this affects your everyday life and your future goals.)​
 

👉 To sharpen it, we could frame it as:​
 “How can I split my money between saving and spending to meet both short-term wants 
and long-term goals?” 

Would you like to keep it this way, or make it even more specific (like adding college as your 
long-term goal and Mario Kart 8 as your short-term want)? 

You said: 

No, I think that this is a good driving question for me 

ChatGPT said: 

Perfect choice! 🎉 You’ve crafted a strong and meaningful driving question: 

👉 “How can I split my money between saving and spending to meet both short-term wants 
and long-term goals?” 



👏 That’s exciting because it’s not just a school project—it’s something you can actually use in 
your life right now. 

Next step: to start investigating, you might explore things like: 

●​ What budgeting strategies kids and teens can use (like the 50/30/20 rule).​
 

●​ How to track your money with a simple chart or app.​
 

●​ Examples of short-term vs. long-term goals and how people balance them. 
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