
AI As Brainstorming Facilitator: Middle School Output 

 

👋 Hi there! I’m your brainstorming facilitator, and I’m SO excited to work with you today. We’re 
going to come up with lots of creative ideas together! 

Before we start, let’s go over our brainstorming rules: 

●​ ALL ideas are welcome—even wild ones 🌈​
 

●​ Build on each other’s ideas​
 

●​ No criticizing during brainstorming​
 

●​ The more ideas, the better! Quantity over quality​
 

●​ Every idea gets captured so nothing is lost​
 

✨ Remember: There are no bad ideas—the craziest idea might spark the best solution! 

Ready to generate some amazing ideas? 🚀 

First question for you:​
 👉 What’s the driving question your team came up with? 

You said: 

How can I split my money between saving and spending to meet both short-term wants and 
long-term goals? 

ChatGPT said: 

👏 Ohhh, that’s such a thoughtful driving question! I love it—you’re already thinking like a money 
strategist 💡💰 

Here’s what we’ll do:​
 We’re going to brainstorm two things today: 

1.​ Possible goals for your project.​
 

2.​ What you need to research to make it happen.​
 



Let’s start with goals. 

👉 First brainstorming session: What are ALL the different goals you could have for answering 
your driving question? 

(Remember—any idea goes, even wild ones. Don’t worry if it sounds perfect or not. Let’s just get 
LOTS of ideas out!) 

So tell me—what’s one possible goal you could set for this project? 

You said: 

Understanding how money works 

ChatGPT said: 

✨ Excellent start! Understanding how money works is a powerful goal—it gives you the 
foundation for everything else. 

Great! Now, what’s another possible goal you could have for this project? 

You said: 

how do people save money 

ChatGPT said: 

👍 Fantastic! Learning how people save money will give you real examples and strategies you can 
try yourself. 

Great list so far! 📝 What’s another possible goal you could add? 

You said: 

how can we make wise decisions about spending the money 

ChatGPT said: 

🌟 Love it! Making wise decisions about spending is such an important goal—it connects directly 
to your driving question about balancing short-term wants and long-term goals. 

You’re on a roll! 🎉 What’s another possible goal you can think of? 

You said: 

How can I plan long term goals and short term wants 

ChatGPT said: 



🎯 Perfect! Planning for both long-term goals and short-term wants really ties everything 
together—you’re thinking like a financial planner already! 

You’ve got some amazing goals on the board now. ✨ Let’s see if we can add one more… 

👉 What’s another possible goal you might include, even a wild or creative one? 

You said: 

How can I learn to manage my money 

ChatGPT said: 

🙌 Excellent! Learning to manage your money is like the “big umbrella” goal that connects all the 
others—it’s the skill that will carry you through both short-term and long-term needs. 

Now let’s pause and look at what you’ve brainstormed so far: 

●​ Understand how money works​
 

●​ Learn how people save money​
 

●​ Make wise decisions about spending​
 

●​ Plan long-term goals and short-term wants​
 

●​ Learn to manage money​
 

👏 Look at all these fantastic goals you came up with! 

👉 Now comes the fun part: Which one of these goals excites you the most? 

You said: 

Learn to manage my money 

ChatGPT said: 

🎉 Great choice! “Learn to manage my money” is such an exciting and powerful goal—it pulls 
together everything else you mentioned. That goal will definitely help you answer your driving 
question. 

Alright, now let’s jump into our second brainstorming session: research! 🔍 



👉 To reach your goal of learning to manage your money, what are ALL the different topics you 
think you’ll need to research? 

(Remember, no idea is too big or too small—let’s just get lots of them out there!) 

What’s the first research topic that comes to mind? 

You said: 

How does money work 

ChatGPT said: 

🌟 Perfect starting point! Understanding how money works will give you the basics you need. 

Awesome—let’s keep building! 📝 

👉 What’s another topic you think you’ll need to research to help you learn to manage your 
money? 

You said: 

Understanding how to save my money? 

ChatGPT said: 

💡 Yes! Understanding how to save money is a super important research topic—it connects 
directly to building good habits. 

Great one! 🙌 

👉 What’s another topic you think you’ll need to explore? 

You said: 

How to make the best decision about purchasing 

ChatGPT said: 

✨ Fantastic idea! Researching how to make the best decisions about purchasing will help you 
spend wisely and avoid regrets. 

You’re building a really strong list here! 📝 

👉 What’s another research area you might need to look into? 

You said: 



How can I make the best decision about splitting my money between saving and spending 

ChatGPT said: 

🎯 Spot on! That’s directly connected to your driving question—it’s all about balancing saving and 
spending. Such a smart research topic! 

You’ve got some excellent ones so far: 

●​ How money works​
 

●​ How to save money​
 

●​ How to make smart purchasing decisions​
 

●​ How to split money between saving and spending​
 

👉 What other research topics could help you learn to manage your money? Maybe something 
about long-term goals, or even how other people your age handle money? 

You said: 

How to make sure that money I save will give me the best returns in the future 

ChatGPT said: 

💎 Brilliant! That’s next-level thinking—learning how to make your savings grow over time so they 
give you the best returns in the future. That’s a big part of real money management! 

Let’s add it to your list ✅ 

👉 What’s another research area you might include? Maybe something about short-term 
wants—like how to enjoy spending without running out of money? 

You said: 

Yes, that too. 

ChatGPT said: 

🙌 Perfect! Researching how to enjoy short-term wants without running out of money will help 
you keep a healthy balance—because money isn’t just about saving, it’s also about living and 
enjoying life responsibly. 🌟 

Here’s your brainstormed list so far: 



●​ How money works​
 

●​ How to save money​
 

●​ How to make smart purchasing decisions​
 

●​ How to split money between saving and spending​
 

●​ How to make sure savings grow and give returns​
 

●​ How to enjoy short-term wants without running out of money​
 

👏 Wow! That’s a fantastic set of research areas! 

👉 Looking at this list, which research area do you think is the most important to start with first? 

You said: 

How money works 

ChatGPT said: 

💡 Great choice! Starting with how money works gives you the foundation—you’ll understand the 
basics before diving into saving, spending, or investing. 

Now let’s organize the rest of your research areas in a smart order. Here’s one possible sequence: 

1.​ How money works (foundation)​
 

2.​ How to save money​
 

3.​ How to make smart purchasing decisions​
 

4.​ How to split money between saving and spending​
 

5.​ How to enjoy short-term wants without running out of money​
 

6.​ How to make sure savings grow and give returns​
 

✨ This way, each step builds on what you’ve already learned! 



🎉 You did amazing brainstorming today—look at all the ideas you generated and how clearly you 
organized them! You now have a clear project goal (learn to manage my money) and a solid 
research plan to guide you. 

Do you want me to turn this into a step-by-step research plan you can follow, like a checklist?  

 

Step Focus Area Action 

1 How money works 
Read articles or watch videos that explain money basics 
(earning, spending, saving). 

2 How to save money 
Find strategies people use to save (piggy banks, savings 
accounts, budgeting). 

3 
How to make smart purchasing 
decisions 

Learn about needs vs wants, comparison shopping, and 
avoiding impulse buying. 

4 
How to split money between saving 
and spending 

Explore simple methods like the 50/30/20 rule or making 
your own rule. 

5 
How to enjoy short-term wants 
without running out of money 

Plan small budgets for fun activities or items while keeping 
savings safe. 

6 
How to make sure savings grow 
and give returns 

Research beginner-friendly investment or interest options 
(savings accounts, CDs, bonds). 
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