
5 AI Tools Every Teacher Should Try This Week  

Prompt and ChatGPT Output 

The Prompt 

Create a 45-minute 7th grade science lesson on the water cycle that includes a hands-on activity, 
discussion questions, and an exit ticket. Make it engaging for students who learn differently 

The ChatGPT Output 

Lesson Title: "Where Did That Drop Go?" — Exploring the Water Cycle 

Grade: 7​
 Duration: 45 minutes​
 Standards: NGSS MS-ESS2-4 — Develop a model to describe the cycling of water through Earth's 
systems driven by energy from the sun and the force of gravity. 

 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

●​ Identify the main processes of the water cycle (evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
collection/infiltration).​
 

●​ Describe how water changes states and moves through Earth's systems.​
 

●​ Explain the role of energy from the sun and gravity in the cycle.​
 

 

Materials 
●​ Large ziplock bags (1 per pair of students)​

 
●​ Permanent markers​

 
●​ Water​

 



●​ Blue food coloring​
 

●​ Clear tape​
 

●​ Access to a sunny window​
 

●​ Printed water cycle diagrams (with labels and without, for differentiation)​
 

●​ Whiteboards or large chart paper for group discussions​
 

●​ Exit ticket slips (included below)​
 

 

Lesson Breakdown 

1. Engage & Explore (5 minutes) 

Visual Hook: Show a short animation of the water cycle (e.g., NASA Water Cycle video). Ask: 

●​ “Where do you think the water in your bottle came from?”​
 

●​ “Can the water we drink today be the same water that dinosaurs drank?”​
 

Encourage students to think-pair-share and discuss their ideas. 

 

2. Explain with Modeling (5 minutes) 

Review the water cycle stages: 

●​ Evaporation​
 

●​ Condensation​
 

●​ Precipitation​
 

●​ Collection/Infiltration​
 

Use a visual diagram while explaining each stage. Have students gesture or act out each process 
(e.g., arms rising for evaporation). 

 

https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/vis/a000000/a003700/a003731/


3. Hands-On Activity: Make Your Own Water Cycle (15 minutes) 

Instructions: 

1.​ Students work in pairs.​
 

2.​ Fill a ziplock bag with a small amount of water (~¼ cup) and add a drop of food coloring.​
 

3.​ Seal it tightly and draw the sun, clouds, and arrows for evaporation and precipitation on the 
outside of the bag with markers.​
 

4.​ Tape the bags to a sunny window.​
 

5.​ While waiting for changes, they complete a quick observation sketch and prediction sheet:​
 

○​ “What do you think will happen to the water?”​
 

○​ “Where will it go?”​
 

Differentiation Options: 

●​ Provide a water cycle word bank.​
 

●​ Use visual supports or sentence starters.​
 

●​ Let students label a printed diagram of their bag system.​
 

 

4. Discuss & Reflect (10 minutes) 

Guided Group Questions (project or write on board): 

●​ What parts of the water cycle do you think are happening in your bag?​
 

●​ What role does the sun play? What about gravity?​
 

●​ Could the water ever “leave” the cycle?​
 

Format: Small group or whole-class discussion. Encourage drawing on whiteboards or using 
gestures for ESL/ELL and neurodiverse learners. 

 

5. Exit Ticket (5 minutes) 



Prompt: 

"Draw and label one part of the water cycle and write 1–2 sentences explaining what 
happens during that part." 

OR, offer choice (differentiation): 

●​ Circle the correct step from a list and explain why you chose it.​
 

●​ Match vocabulary (evaporation, condensation, etc.) to simple definitions or images.​
 

 

Assessment 
●​ Informal checks during discussion and gestures​

 
●​ Exit ticket review​

 
●​ Observation of labeled bag diagrams​
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