
Breaking Down Standards Into Teachable Chunks and 
Planning a Logical Sequence 

Grade Level: Elementary School 

 

The Prompt 

Break down this education standard: "[paste exact standard]" for [grade level] students. 

Create a 5-day lesson sequence that: 

1. Identifies the key skills and knowledge components of the standard 

2. Arranges these components in a logical learning progression 

3. Suggests one main activity for each day (20-30 minutes) 

4. Includes a brief formative assessment for each day 

5. Provides suggestions for differentiation (both support and extension) 

For each day, include a clear learning objective, key vocabulary, and one check for understanding. 

 

Copy the prompt and fill in your exact standard and grade level and then paste it into either ChatGPT, Copilot, or Gemini 

The Output 

Breaking Down the Standard: CCSS W.4.1a 

Standard: CCSS W.4.1a – Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

Key Skills and Knowledge Components: 

●​ Understanding what an opinion is and how it differs from facts 
●​ Introducing a topic clearly 
●​ Stating an opinion 
●​ Creating an organizational structure for writing 

https://chatgpt.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/chats/inKQbyjP7NohnkAsXBirE
https://gemini.google.com/app


●​ Grouping related ideas together 

 

5-Day Lesson Sequence for CCSS W.4.1a 

Day 1: Understanding Opinions and Facts 

Learning Objective:​
Students will distinguish between opinions and facts and explain why opinions need supporting 
details. 

Key Vocabulary:​
Opinion, fact, reason, evidence, support 

Activity: 

●​ Start with a discussion: "What is an opinion? What is a fact?" 
●​ Show example sentences (e.g., "Dogs are the best pets" vs. "Dogs have fur"). 
●​ Play a sorting game where students categorize statements as fact or opinion. 

Check for Understanding:​
Exit slip: Write one fact and one opinion about a topic of choice. 

Differentiation: 

●​ Support: Provide sentence starters (e.g., "I think... because..."). 
●​ Extension: Challenge students to justify their opinions with a reason. 

 

Day 2: Introducing a Topic Clearly 

Learning Objective:​
Students will write a clear introduction for an opinion piece by stating the topic. 

Key Vocabulary:​
Introduction, hook, topic sentence 

Activity: 

●​ Read a model opinion paragraph and identify how the topic is introduced. 
●​ Practice writing topic sentences using sentence frames like “I believe that…” or “In my 

opinion…”. 



Check for Understanding:​
Students write an introduction to an opinion piece about a favorite book or activity. 

Differentiation: 

●​ Support: Provide sentence frames and examples. 
●​ Extension: Have students try different types of hooks (questions, facts, personal stories). 

 

Day 3: Stating an Opinion Clearly 

Learning Objective:​
Students will practice stating a strong opinion and providing at least one supporting reason. 

Key Vocabulary:​
Opinion statement, argument, claim 

Activity: 

●​ Review yesterday’s introductions. 
●​ Model how to add a clear opinion statement after the introduction. 
●​ Students write an opinion statement and one supporting reason for a given topic. 

Check for Understanding:​
Students share their opinion statements and reasons with a partner. 

Differentiation: 

●​ Support: Provide sentence starters like “I believe… because…”. 
●​ Extension: Have students provide two supporting reasons. 

 

Day 4: Grouping Related Ideas Together 

Learning Objective:​
Students will organize their supporting reasons and examples in a logical structure. 

Key Vocabulary:​
Paragraph, support, structure, transition 

Activity: 

●​ Show an example of a poorly organized paragraph and discuss why organization matters. 



●​ Introduce graphic organizers (e.g., boxes and bullets or hamburger model). 
●​ Students use a graphic organizer to plan their reasons and supporting details. 

Check for Understanding:​
Students complete a simple outline with their opinion, reasons, and supporting details. 

Differentiation: 

●​ Support: Provide a partially completed graphic organizer. 
●​ Extension: Have students draft full supporting paragraphs. 

 

Day 5: Writing a Strong Introduction and Opinion Statement 

Learning Objective:​
Students will write a clear introduction with a strong opinion statement. 

Key Vocabulary:​
Introduction, thesis, opening sentence 

Activity: 

●​ Students draft a full introduction, including their opinion statement. 
●​ Peer feedback: Exchange and check if the introduction is clear and engaging. 

Check for Understanding:​
Students self-assess using a checklist (Does my introduction include a topic? Does it clearly state 
my opinion?). 

Differentiation: 

●​ Support: Provide a model introduction to reference. 
●​ Extension: Have students revise their introductions to make them more engaging. 
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